Cooper's income, from England, suffered on ac-
count of an act of Parliament change, in 1838, of
the copy-right law. But his London publisher,
Bentley, was credited with usually giving the
author about $1500 each for his later stories.
Report gave him about $5000 each for his prior
works.

May 10, 1839, Cooper published his " History
of the United States Navy." It was first favored
and then, severely criticised at home and abroad.;
but the author was fourteen years in gath-
ering his material, and his close contact with
navy officers and familiarity with sea life made
him well qualified for the work. He had not
yet convinced the press that an author's and
editor's right to criticise was mutual; that each
might handle the other's public work as roughly
as he pleased, but neither might touch on the
other's private affairs. However, the " Naval
History" sold well and has borne the test of
time, and still remains an authority on subjects
treated. There are many officers who well re-
member their delight on first reading those
accounts of the battles of long-ago, of which
Admiral Du Pont said that any lieutenant
" should be ashamed not to know by heart."
[ 277 ]. He was taken to Cooperstown,
